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With regard to our own reports, he continued to leave us
complete freedom, and we sent our dispatches daily by
motor-boat to Constantinople, without even showing them
to the Turkish officials, and from there they were sent out
over the cables of the Eastern Telegraph Company, which
were under British military control. We worked for eighteen
to twenty hours daily, and hardly got any sleep, keeping
ourselves going by sheer enthusiasm and a lot of black coffee.
On the day after my arrival in Mudania, there occurred
an incident which passed unnoticed by many people, and
which can be told without harm now that Britain and Turkey
have buried the hatchet. It was a classic example of the
greatly underrated sense of humour of the Turks, by means
of which they contrive in harmless but none the less obvious
manner to let the other fellow know exactly what they
think of him.
The Kemalists had seized huge supplies of arms, munitions
and uniforms, with which the Lloyd George government
had provided the Greeks. Now that the fighting was over,
the Allied generals were received with full military honours
on the quayside of Mudania, and as Sir Charles Harington
stepped ashore, accompanied by his French and Italian
colleagues, he found himself faced with a Turkish guard
of honour of picked men, complete with military band.
The intelligent man will usually notice everything that
is going on about him, the wise man sometimes will not.
Whether Sir Charles, whose wisdom kept his country out
of a major war, observed everything of importance on that"
hot autumn day, I am not in a position to say. It is quite
possible that he did not. But I did. As he was passing along
the ranks of the Turkish guard of honour, I saw that the
entire company was clad in brand-new British uniforms,
from which not even the original buttons had been removed.
So it came about that on 250 Turkish chests 1,250 unicorns
looked forth upon the world in acute embarrassment,
endeavouring to appear unconcerned, and 1,250 lions glared